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INTRODUCTION 

Origin related myths conceive the world as divine creation. They do not 
differenciate between the physical, moral and material aspects among human 
beings who lived in mythological eras on one hand and their present counterparts 
on the other hand. A widespread opinion rejects the former tendency. It holds that 
living forms, notably human beings, known in the present had lived in the past but 
in different forms. Besides, it is often believed that ancient versions of everything 
are located at the low level of perfection scale. 
Progress is the doctrine which inspires this way of approaching change. A total 
support of to this ideology can lead to confusion. A study of changes which take 
place within the Bakola and Bagyéli people during the past hundred years seem 
as an opportunity to demonstrate and then to refute eventually present theories 
concerning the development of cultures. 
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I- Concept related confusions 

The term of progress derives from the verb to progress; meaning to 
move towards a defined direction. It is a gradual change leading to an 
improvement. This notion draws is origin from transformism theories.  
These theories argue that things get developed to attend from many 
successive modifications, more perfect forms. 
 A formal and analytical confrontation of interpretation models 
concerning the transformation of biological species on one hand and 
the cultural changes on the other hand reveal similarities between both 
theoretical models. 



1- The general theory of natural forms 

In natural history, it has been proven that moderns’ forms of 
organism are ameliorated versions of primary forms. 
 A m e l i o r a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g b i o l o g i c a l f o r m s i s 
considered as depending on the number of organs which 
make up a body and also, the aptitude of every one to fulfill 
specifically and efficiently a distinct function. It is therefore 
based on this specialization that the superiority of second 
forms is established. 



2- The general theory of the formation of societies 

In the domain of the history of culture such as archaeology, the 
successive increase of morphological and technological varieties of 
artifacts is interpreted as a mark of improvement. The divisions of time 
defined from the evolution, in number, of these morphological and 
technological varieties are associated to the social formation which is 
located at three levels of development of values specific to the 
contemporary reference society. 
Moreover, values that characterize contemporary reference society and 
that are linked to progress can be seen from three dimensions. 
-The spirit of accumulation of material goods; 
-Specialization in activities and 
- The spirit of private property. 



II- An experimentation opportunity 

Changes witnessed in material environment of the Bakola and 
Bagyéli people for the hundred years of their history are 
according to this general theory of the formation of societies 
are supposed to favor advancement on the progress scale. 
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1- The significance of the choice of the Bakola and Bagyéli people 

The target population here is located in the south region of 
Cameroon,in the heart of the equatorial rain forest, precisely in the 
area surrounding the towns of Kribi,Bipindi and Lolodorf. 
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Some points of similarities can be identified between the Bakola/Bagyéli 
people and the hunters-gathers of the the prehistoric era living in the south-
Cameroon forest zone during the passage to a new technological stage. 
For instance: 
- la transition entre le paléolithique et le néolithique ; 
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- The passage between the Neolithic era and the Iron Age.  
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2- Theory,methode of verification 

Changes witnessed in the material environment of the 
Bakolas and Bagyélis from 1910 until about 2010 poses 
the problem of the relationship between the technological 
evolution, the level and the direction of transformation of 
the society. 

The question arises is, what is the degree of processing 
technology recorded to the Bakola, Bagels between 1910 
and 2010, associated with the development, at a same 
level, spirit of accumulation, specialization in activities and 
private property? 



a) The theoretical statement 
The study is guided by the idea that, the technological advantage 
which distinguishes the Bakola/Bagyéli people in 2010 is not 
followed by increase of the level of accumulation, specialization in 
activities and the private property. 
To attempt an explanation of the gape between the level of 
development of the spirit of private property and accumulation on 
one hand and the level of technological transformations on the other 
hand, a reliance on the origin of innovations is needed. 



In Bakola Bagyeli, technological innovations are largely exogenous to a high 
percentage of loans by coercion and a low rate of spontaneous borrowings and 
inventions.  

The rates envisaged here reflect the conflictual nature of interactions between 
the Bakola/Bagyéli people and their entourage trough which emerge change. 
The conflictual interactions therefore determines the meaning the Bakola and 
the Bagyéli people give to these elements one usually interpreted as 
conventional signs of progress. 



b) Methodology 

The approach to determine, for a period of a 
century, the itinerary covered on the scale of 
progress by groups under study are make up 
several phases. 
 T h e p e r i o d c o n c e r n e d i s 
divided into tree depending on historical events 
that took place during the last hundred years of 
the Bakola and Bagyéli people history and the 
technological transformations associated to 
each. They are: 
the period between 1910 to 1960; 
the period between 1960 to 2000; 
the period between 2000 to 2010. 
. 
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Such a chronology constitute a methodological basis for the 
measurement of progress in the changes registered in Bakola’s 
and bagyéli’s. Therefore, focus will be on one hand a verification 
of the increasing; trough each three chronological/technological 
phases, of the spirit of accumulation, specialization in the 
activities and the private property and on other hand a 
verification of improvement of living conditions 



CONCLUSION 

Empirical data drawn from the survey carried out the Bakola and 
the Bakolas and the Bayélis could eventually serve to provide 
supplementary knowledge concerning the relation between 
technological transformations on one hand and the modification of 
the forms of prehistoric societies on the other hand. 
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