
CONTEXT 
  The Kola are one of the Pygmy groups living in Cameroon. This is first paper to provide archeological data on the Kola. 

Bakola Baka 

Bedzan 

OBJECTIVES  
   knowledge about the past and dynamics of Kola material culture 

   knowledge about the causes of change in their  material culture 

RESEARCH PROBLEM 

The Kola are traditionally hunter-gatherers. They 
are more and more sedentary and remain nomads 
only on a seasonal basis. 

Research Question 
The culture evolves due to intrinsic and 
extrinsic factors. As far as the Kola are 
concerned, what were the causes of changes 
observed in their material culture?  

Hypothesis 
- Pygmies carry out the main part of their resources 
from the forest  
- As time goes they linked relation with other  
ethnic groups 

Bibliographic review 

Review of preview works : 
   geography  
   socio-anthropology  
   nutrition   
   environment  
   anthropobiology   
   linguistics.	  

Archeological data 
  

Ethnographic interviews 
  

METHODOLOGY 
  

Interviews of Kola aged above 50 years old to 
locate ancient settlements 

  

Sample surveys and excavations of dumping 
 sites in ancient settlements 

                       CONCLUSION 

Since 1990:  
-  Creation of the NGO and associations in « favour » 
of the Kola 
-  Fixed habitat along road sides and in forest 
-  Habitat with aluminium zinc and wall in mud 
-  Sedentarisation and practice of agriculture 

RESULTS AND INTERPRETATIONS 
  

Between 1930 and 1990:  
- Creation of health centres and schools (missionaries 
and government) 
-  Fixed habitats in forest and creation of road side 
settlements 
-  Habitats with branches, mud and leaves 
-  Adoption of sedentary lifestyle 
-  Beginning of practice of agriculture 

End of the 19th century – 1930:  
-  No fixed habitats 
-  Habitats of branches and leaves 
-  Round-shaped huts 
-  Hunter-gatherer nomadic lifestyle 
-  Bargaining with neighbours 

dynamics	  of	  the	  material	  culture	  

INTERNAL	  FACTORS	  	  	  	  	  -‐	   Demographic	  growth	  
EXTERNAL	  FACTORS	  	   -‐	  Natural	  environment	  constraints	  	  

-‐ Missionaries	  and	  governmental	  acEons	  
-‐ 	  NGO	  and	  associaEons	  
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