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Brief presentation of the Bakoya living in Gabon 

Sedentarized since 70 years aproximatively

Sharing the village space with other ethnic groups: Bakwele, Bakota, 

Mahongwe, Mwesa and Bongom, whith whom they have social and

economic relations

Houses alignment in Ekata Houses alignment in Imbong
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Research area

7 km

59 km // 63 km from Mbomo (Congo)



Imbong population  
(386 inhabitants, april 2006)
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(532 inhabitants, november 2007)



Distribution of households of the Imbong« grouping » (regroupement) 

by ethnic groups



Agriculture



Plantation areas in Imbong

Plantation areas in Imbong. (Source : GPS points taken in 2006, 2007 & 2008)



Plantation camp



Main transformations of cassava for consumption



Nom français ou 

en français local 

Nom 

vernaculaire 

Nom scientifique Famille 

Amarante Ndunde Amaranthus gracilis Amaranthaceae 

Ananas Zanan Ananas comosus Bromeliaceae 

Arachide Nzol Arachis hypogea Fabaceae 

Aubergine Zongo Solanum sp. Solanaceae 

Banane douce Di.toto Musa sp. Musaceae 

Banane plantain A.kondo Musa sp. Musaceae 

Canne à sucre Kokwe Saccharum officinarum Poaceae 

Concombre Ngondo Cucurbita sp. Cucurbitaceae 

Igname Asanu Dioscorea spp. Dioscoreaceae 

Maïs Pote Zea mays Poaceae 

Oseille Mukolo 
Rumex abyssinicus 

Jacq. 
Polygonaceae 

 Paba Solanum sp. Solanaceae 

Patate douce - Ipomoea batatas Convolvulaceae 

Piment Mitangadie Capsicum sp. Solanaceae 

Taro Di.hika Colocasia esculenta Araceae 

Associated crops



Changes in the koya production system

Agricultural products are the most important elements of the Bakoya diet, and 
cassava is the main staple for food and also for sale (for both communities)

Agriculture is the most important subsistence activity in terms of time 
allocated but also in terms of income for the household

Changes in farming practices

Promoting fastest, the most productive and sweet cassava varieties

- Plantations became more homogeneous in terms of cultivars 
- The tubers were uprooted earlier
- Time for soak is shortened



Competition between the subsistence activities

Overall, farming takes precedence (in terms of investment and time) on other 
activities in which they spend less time without giving them less interest (hunting is 
still much valued, fishing in the dry season) 

New forms of social organization of work

Work in association

While hunting is individualized (particularly because of the introduction of gun metal 
and cables), the collective remains in another form: working together in the 
agricultural work

Sexual division of labor  remodeled 

Changing roles of men and women in farming practice 



Changes in the koya value system

Bakoya consider agriculture, as they say, like a marker of “evolution” that
allows them:

to provide for food and money needs by being a source of significant 
income 

Important place in selfconsumption

Agriculture is seen as a source of income less random and sale of its products
(sakapea, manioc sticks to the village or resellers) is the main source of income, including
paid work in the plantations



when performed independently, to redefine the relationship maintained 
with non-Pygmy villagers

The "dependency" from non-Pygmies are less since the Bakoya practice farming for 
themselves of wich they enjoy the products that ensure their basic food and income 
particularly through access to market, thus gaining autonomy

The distinction between the two groups based on subsistence activities loses its validity 
(blurring of the trench specialization in the organization of production activities) 

The economic distinction becomes blurred since some Bakoya produce their own food 
crops and sell



to redefine the representation of self and seen by others

The Bakoya in Imbong Village consider their fellows in Ekata Village as “bushmen”
and “less advanced,” because they are less involved in agriculture. However, we 
should not forget the “individualities.” There are also in Ekata some Bakoya involved 
in agriculture, and some of them are also self-sufficient in food

“Ils sont comme les Autres”, “ils ont perdu leur authenticité”

Also the non-Pygmies who have had a civilizing discourse about Pygmies, today
say that the Bakoya, who now earn their own money and manage their own farms,
“are more developed”. Many in both groups, Pygmies and non-Pygmies, believe
that “there is no more differences between us”. The practice of agriculture seems to
be the reference point that they take to compare the “developed” and “not developed” 
Pygmies.

to operate a dichotomy between the world of the village and the world 
of the forest.

plantation is an intermediary stage between the village and the forest



Thank you for your attention !

Go to the following address : http://www.rap.prd.fr/ressources/vodMenus.php

to see the films of the Chronique des Pygmées Bakoya 2006

select “Consulter les vidéothèques,” then

“Vidéothèque principale: Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle” and look for

“Chronique des Pygmées Bakoya 2006. Auteur/Réalisateur: B. Soengas.”

To know more about the Bakoya Pygmies please :

Read the article: 

Soengas B., 2009. Preliminary ethnographic research on the Bakoya in Gabon.

African Study Monographs 30(4): 187-208.
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